Our Lady
Help of Christians
Parish Priest: Fr David Melly
Deacons:
Rev Jim Davies
Rev Tom Simms
Portico Lane, Prescot, Merseyside L34 2QT
Tel: 0151 426 6251
Email: ourladys.portico@rcaolp.co.uk
Web: www.ourladysportico.co.uk

20th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 23 AUGUST 2020
(Prayer of the Church Week 1 Parish Mass Book Page 120
MASSES THIS WEEK
Saturday
9.00am
Sunday
10.00am
Monday
7.00pm
Tuesday
9.00am
Wednesday
7.00pm
Thursday
9.00am
Friday
9.00am

People of the Parish
Bryan Callaghan
Sylvia Clarke
Special Intention
Margaret Knott
Pat Hart
Holy Souls

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND
Saturday
9.00am Cyril John Conroy
Sunday
10.00am Arfon Edwards
Novena
Confessions
Meditation

No novena this week
No confessions this week
No meditation this week

Counters team next Sunday
No counters needed
PURIFICATORS NEXT WEEK
I will do them

PUBLIC CELEBRATION OF MASS IN PRESCOT
Until Mass resumes here at Portico, you may be interested to know that Mass is
celebrated at Our Lady's in Prescot at 11.30am every Sunday and at 12.00pm every
weekday except Friday. St Luke's in Whiston have mass at 5.30 pm on Saturday and
10.00 am on Sunday, and 9.15 am on Monday. Wednesday and Friday.
The Disorder of Dismantling Racism
The universal pattern of transformation I’m writing about these three
weeks is not limited to religious or spiritual growth. Nor is it only
individuals that are invited to make the journey. Whole churches and even
cultures experience times of disorder and disruption. In the United States,
many of us are discovering that a large number of things we believed to be
true—about our nation and ourselves—are not entirely true. I believe this is
a necessary step that we must take for the sake of healing and justice in our
nation and our world—no matter how “disordering” and even disorienting
it may be. Perhaps I can only say this because I believe so completely in the
possibility of Reorder! Author Austin Channing Brown, who teaches on
issues of racial justice, was raised in a devoutly Christian home and has
worked in and with churches for most of her professional life. I hope you
can read her words with the openness they deserve. I learned about
whiteness up close. In its classrooms and hallways, in its offices and
sanctuaries. At the same time, I was also learning about Blackness, about
myself and about my faith. My story is not about condemning white people
but about rejecting the assumption—sometimes spoken, sometimes not—
that white is right: closer to God, holy, chosen, the epitome of being. Our
only chance at dismantling racial injustice is being more curious about its
origins than we are worried about our comfort. It’s not a comfortable
conversation for any of us. It is risky and messy. It is haunting work to recall
the sins of our past. But is this not the work we have been called to anyway?
Is this not the work of the Holy Spirit to illuminate truth and inspire
transformation? It's haunting. But it’s also holy. And when we talk about
race today, with all the pain packed into that conversation, the Holy Spirit
remains in the room. This doesn’t mean the conversations aren’t painful,
aren’t personal, aren’t charged with emotion. But it does mean we can
survive. We can survive honest discussions about slavery, about convict
leasing, about stolen land, deportation, discrimination, and exclusion. We
can identify the harmful politics of gerrymandering, voter suppression,
criminal justice laws, and policies that disproportionately affect people of
color negatively. And we can expose the actions of white institutions—the
history of segregation and white flight, the real impact of all-white
leadership, the racial disparity in wages, and opportunities for advancement.
We can lament and mourn. We can be livid and enraged. We can be honest.
We can tell the truth. We can trust that the Holy Spirit is here. We must. For
only by being truthful about how we got here can we begin to imagine
another way.

